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EDITORIAL. 


WE are informed that a sufficient number of people have decided 
to participate in the visit to Paris at Easter to ensure the success 
of the project. We are asked to announce that further entries 
can be received until the end of this month, when the list will be 
closed definitely. The visit is a week-end one, costing seven guineas, 
a not unreasonable price nowadays, seeing that it covers everything. 
The headquarters will be the American Library in Paris, one of 
the most interesting libraries in Europe. 
* * 


The visit comes just before the Congress of Librarians and 
Booklovers, which opens in Paris on April, and continues throughout 
the week. At this Congress the Library Association will be repre- 
sented, and no doubt several members of the visiting party will 
stay on to it. The Library Association, we are informed, has 
requested Mr. Berwick Sayers to organize an Exhibition of Technical 
Objects and Literature illustrating the methods of British Public 
Libraries. This will be on view in Paris for a month. We welcome 
these new efforts towards extending our knowledge of the libraries 
of other countries and their knowledge of ours, and we hope that 
all who have publications, special devices, posters, or any speciality 
will send examples, with explanations, to Mr. Berwick Sayers at the 
Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 


* * * * 


There may be some ruffling of the surface of things in London 
soon, aS a whole day’s conference of the projected Metropolitan 
Branch of the L.A., which shall also be its Inaugural Meeting, is 
to be held on Wednesday, February 28th, at 11 a.m., at the Central 
Library for Students, Galen Place, Bloomsbury. It will concern itself 
with the question of the library policy, if any, to be adopted by 
the profession in relation to the Royal Commission on the Govern- 
ment of London, which is now sitting. If the Government of Lon- 
don is changed in any radical manner, it must affect public libraries— 
possibly other libraries, too—profoundly. It is gratifying to find 
that librarians as a body are becoming aware of that fact. 


* * * * 

Rumours have reached us that the Library Association Council 
has appointed a Committee to consider the question of the registra- 
tion of librarians. The matter is therefore well in the region of 
discussion again, and we hope that our readers will send us their 
views and suggestions upon if. 

* * * * 

Some happenings in the library world are ridiculous, or would 
be so if they were not tragic. King’s Lynn Council, which spends the 
lavish sum of less than £600 ly on its public library, with a full 
knowledge of the fact that this sum does not permit the purchase 
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of any books or cover maintenance charges, has deliberately 
resolved to starve its library. The people of King’s Lynn were 
willing enough to accept Mr. Carnegie’s money to provide this 
library, but it appears that they are unwilling to meet the obligations 
which that acceptance implied. It is a form of municipal common- 
sense and logic which is quite beyond us. The Dunfermline Public 
Library—the Carnegie library if there be one !—has been hel 

in the matter of its deficits by the Carnegie Trust until now. The 
Trustees, however, have now required the Burgh Council to carry 
on. This has caused much perturbation in Dunfermline, and there 
is talk of the library becoming a ‘‘ white elephant.’’ On the whole, 
however, the action of the Trustees is not without logic. They paid 
the deficits when rate support was limited by law, which is no longer 
the case. Dunfermline has the power to support its library just as 
Lynn has, and wailings to the contrary are not sincere. Godalming 
has become reckless and has adopted the Acts. It has a library of 
2,000 Volumes, and to maintain this, and a librarian, is going to 
raise a $d. rate, which produces £100 per annum. The progressive- 
ness of Surrey local authorities is proverbial ! 

* * * * 


There will be only one Library Summer School this year—that 
at University College, London, for the fortnight beginning July 9, 
when there will be courses in cataloguing, classification, routine, 
paleography, and bibliography, as well as special courses and visits 
and excursions. This does not mean that the school hitherto 
held at Aberystwyth has ceased to be; it is merely postponed 
because of the difficulty of making adequate arrangements for 
this year. Hereafter we hope it will flourish, as there is ample room 
for a school at each end of the country. Meanwhile, ‘we hope that 
every support will be given to the school in London. The Scottish 
Library Association announces a Library School commencing 
September 17th, in Glasgow, and if we may judge by the great 
success of last year’s School there its success is assured. It is 
unfortunate, however, that this happens to be the week of the 
L.A. Conference, and no doubt our Scottish friends will alter their 
dates. 

* * * 

For many years we have disclaimed responsibility for the 
opinions expressed by writers of “ Letters on our Affairs.” The 
Library World prides itself on being a free-lance journal, and there- 
fore we allow a good deal of latitude to our Greek friends; but we 
must confess that sometimes their crisp remarks (to use a guarded 
adjective) diverge so widely from our own sense of what is due, 
speaking editorially, to the whole of the Library Profession in Great 

ritain, that we feel impelled to remind all our readers of the 
Editorial note which invariably appears at the end of the “ Letters.’ 


The first number of the Book Selector has been issued on the 
same date as this number of the Library World. Any of our readers 
who have not received a free copy should notify Messrs. Grafton 
and Co. immediately. 


j 
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COSTING DATA IN BOOKBINDING 
By RoBerT CocHRANE, Edinburgh Public Libraries. 


In most manufacturing establishments the value of careful costing 
data has been long recognised ; but in library organisation very 
little of such calculation has been made, although its value in 
detecting waste and in increasing efficiency cannot be less in adminis- 
tration than in manufacture. The late James Duff Brown, in his 
factor, pluckily attempted to collect costing and statistical data ; 
but his figures are now obsolete, and were originally collected from 
library reports, compiled on diverse methods, and were not soundly 
based upon carefully calculated details. The close relation between 
careful costing and efficiency may be illustrated if we cite one 
instance. Lending library book stock depreciates at the rate of 
20%, a year—a little more or less according to whether the standard 
of selection has been high or low—so that in five years the original 
stock should be written off. It is true that at the end of five years 
some of the stock remains; but, on the other hand, much will 
have been added to the original expenditure for repairs and binding, 
so that approximatly 20% is a fair rate of depreciation to calculate. 
If, therefore, a lending library of 10,000 volumes is established, 
provision should be made for the purchase of 2,000 volumes per 
annum if the collection is to increase. Had this factor of deprecia- 
tion been properly calculated years ago fewer starved nch 
libraries would have been established. 

Costing data are particularly necessary in bookbinding, if 
costs are to be reduced and waste prevented. From May 15th to 
December 3ist, 1922, I have been able to compile the following 


figures :-— 


BINDER VOLs. cost COST PER VOL. 

£ s. d. s. d 

A. 3,914 587 6 114 3 

B. 1,040 177 12 0 3 5 

c. 22 13 15 0 12 6} 

D. 795 146 3 6 3 8 

E. 581 160 0 10} 

F. 459 55 0 0 24 

G. 19 819 8 9 5} 

Totals 6,830 1,148 18 § 3 4} 


All the work by binders A and B was for quarter morocco on 
a stringent specification following closely the lines of that given in 
Coutts and Stephen’s Library Bookbinding. The work by binders 
C and G was special. The binding by F was in cloth or buckram. 
The cost per volume over all was 3s. 44d. This figure is rather 
higher than usual. It is also calculated on a smaller output of 
binding that usual, as some work was held up for reasons unnecessary 
to explain here. But the cost thus arrived at will be useful for 
comparative purposes in future years; and as the number of 
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volumes over which the average of cost is struck the result will 
approach nearer to absolute accuracy in estimating the expense of 
During the same period 111 folding maps in these books were 
mounted at a cost of {5 17s. 2d., or 1s. Od. per map. This charge 
is high. 
The sizes of the 6,830 volumes bound were as follows :— 


REFERENCE. HOME READING. 
sIzE % SIZE % 
3 x 3 44 
x _ x 1.02 
63 x 63 x 4.57 
5 12.1 5 60.68 
= 
2 
x x 
11 x7 1.6 .58 
H be 6.1 7tx 6 61 
x 6 8} x 6 .33 
10 x 7} 54.4 10 x 7 37 
lljx 83 20.2 10 x 8 39 
x x 
12 T 00% 
12} x — otal 1 
af aa 
1 
xizt — 
22 x15 1.6 
Total 100% 


These percentages are of great use. They point to the necessity 
of having separate contracts for Reference and Lending work. 
They also enable the binding assistant to scrutinise the tenders 
for contracts with great accuracy. For example, the cost of 10,000 
volumes proportioned according to the percentages given and priced 
from each tenderer’s schedule would determine exactly which 
price was the lowest on bulk. 


The stock wastage in these 6,830 volumes is also calculated. 
The volumes withdrawn as not worth binding and returned as 
imperfect were as follows :— 

NOT WORTH BINDING. 


1 BE | 6 | 7 | Total 
5.6% |3.9%| — | 6.2% | 9.5% | 4.5% 15.4%) 4.8% 
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RETURNED IMPERFECT. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total 


5.2% | 4.3% | 1.5% | 3.1% | 5.4% | 2.7% 15.1% | 3.9% 


These small tables are instructive. The first shows that over 
and above the 6,830 volumes 327 were found to be not worth bind- 
ing. The second table shows that in addition to the 6,830 volumes 
266 volumes were returned imperfect. Altogether the wastage 
over 6,830 volumes was 593 volumes—a very heavy figure indeed. 
This wastage is due to maltreatment of books by readers, accidental 
causes, but chiefly because books have been left too long in circula- 
tion before being rebound. It will be noticed that there is a fairly 
close parallel between libraries : thus library 3, where all the books 
were found worth binding, had the fewest books returned imperfect ; 
and library 5, where 9.5°% were found not worth binding, had the 
highest percentage of books returned imperfect. As a check upon 
waste these figures need no recommendation. 


Following are the data for books bound from the sheets: the 
prices include the original cost of the books :— 


VENDOR VOLs. cost COST PER VOL. 
& s. d. s. d 
A. 1,781 595 18 9 6 8} 
B. 293 7273 5 5 
Cc. 307 108 11 11 7 Of 
Totals 2,381 £783 17 11 6 7 


All the figures, as noted above, refer to work done between 
May 15th and December 31st, 1922. The following figures of book- 
repairing cover the period August Ist to December 3lst, 1922. 


REPAIRER REPAIRED LABELLED PRESERVED 
A. 7,957 10,843 537 
B. 9,866 7,454 4,522 
Totals 17,823 18,297 5,059 
Average cost 
per vol. -73 pence -29 pence .15 pence 


All the repairing in the service is carried out by two women 
who are skilled in their work. The cost includes the time taken 
and the expense of travelling from library to library. The figure, 
.73d. per volume repaired, seems high, but the work is well 
done. 5,059 Reference volumes were treated with vaseline at a 
cost of .15d. per volume. Practically all this repairing and 
preserving, carefully done as it is, staves off either withdrawal or 
rebinding, and is therefore not deadweight expenditure. 
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THE BASES OF BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH 
A Paper read before the Glasgow Bibliographical Society. 
By R.A. Peppie. 


Part II.—COMPILATION OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 
NATURALLY the first step in compiling a bibliography is to ascertain 
what has been done by previous workers in the same field. Previous 
bibliographies must be discovered by reference to Courtney and 
the other bibliographies of bibliography. These, of course, form the 
basis of the new, and, let us hope, approximately complete biblio- 

aphy. We will now start on our systematic search for material. 

he Table to Brunet is an admirable commencement. The short 
titles given there can very often be amplified by reference to the 
body of the work. The next step will be to investigate the National 
Bibliographies. These are generally divided into two sections, 
Author and Subject, and consequently, whether the works of an 
author are required or books upon a definite topic, information is 
quickly discovered. The subject catalogues of libraries should 
also be systematically gone through. Refer again to the Appendix 
to Stein and see which of the great libraries possess printed cata- 
logues which are likely to be of use. Fortescue’s invaluable Subject 
Index io Modern Books in the British Museum, which includes all 
works in that library published since 1880, must be referred to. 
Many foreign library catalogues are arranged by subjects, and 
although one may not approve of the particular form of classifica- 
tion they adopt it is generally possible with patience to find the 
section required. Catalogues which have been of use at different 
times occur to me—Siena, Toulouse, Vienna, and Lyons, all classified 
subject catalogues, some without an author index. 

The General Encyclopaedias generally give a short list of 
authorities which can be supplemented in certain cases by the 
articles in special encyclopaedias such as the Catholic and Jewish 
Encyclopaedias. These latter very frequently give long book lists. 

A work which only purports to deal with the Middle Ages, but 
extends that period very considerably in practice, is Chevalier’s 
Repertoire. This is in two sections, described by the author as 
Bio-bibliographique and Topo-bibliographique. The latter is, 
however, very much broader than its title, and instead of being 
limited to places deals with the medieval aspects of many subjects. 
The plan of the work is to give references to all the authorities or 
the person, place or subject referred to, books and articles ; 
periodicals are equally mentioned, and little work can be done on 
the period without the help of Chevalier. 

The mention of Chevalier raises the next great question: 
How are articles in literary, scientific and general periodicals to be 
found? If they are on subjects dealt with by Chevalier they will 

robably have been indexed by him. But the quantity of periodical 
iterature which has poured out from the world’s presses from the 
17th century to the present time is only partially indexed in the 
series of works I am about to mention. Many individual periodicals, 
however, have issued indexes to their own sets. These indexes are 
set out in another Appendix to Stein, and the list can be glanced 
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through with the view of ascertaining which periodical indexes will 
be valuable in the particular enquiry on hand. I can only, of course, 
deal here with the general indexes, of which Reuss’s Repertorium 
is the earliest of any importance. This covers the work of learned 
societies to the year 1800, and was issued in 16 vols. from 1801-21. 
It is in classified order with indexes of authors. This is followed 
from 1801, and on the scientific side, by the Royal Society Catalogue 
of Scientific Papers. It is arranged under authors, but a subject 
catalogue is in process of printing. Indexes to general periodicals 
start with Poole in 1848, and are carried on by the Reader's Guide, 
the International Index, the Subject Index to Periodicals, and similar 
works to the present day. Many — indexes to periodicals 
exist such as the Index Medicus, Engineering Index, etc. The 
historical sciences are rather badly done by. After Reuss there is 
no general index on the literary and historical side similar to that 
on the scientific side. In France a most elaborate catalogue of the 
articles in the journals of the learned and historical societies in the 
country has been commenced by Lasteyrie and Lefévre-Pontalis, 
and is being carried on. The first series is complete and starts with 
the foundation of each society, and comes up to the year 1900. 
But (and this is a very big But) the arrangement is by departments, 
and by towns and by societies, and then the contents of each journal 
is set out chronologically. No subject or author indexes are pro- 
vided, although it is probable that it may be intended to publish 
these later. A general current Index to German Periodicals has 
been issued since 1896 by Dietrich, and a mass of information will 
be found in it as many special articles in the daily newspapers are 
included. Only one English newspaper is indexed—The Times; 
and I believe The New York Tribune is the only American paper 
to be so dealt with. 

So in compiling a bibliography, if it is desired to include all 
registered knowledge on the subject, all these periodical indexes 
must be searched under all possible headings. 

Apart from the two great classes of books and periodical 
articles, there exists a curious heterogenous mass of information 
generically known as Government Publications. They range from 
Acts of Parliament and Reports of Royal Commissions to (perhaps 
a supposititious instance) A Treatise on Fish and Potatoes in Health 
and Disease issued by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, with 
an introduction by the Minister of Health. Seriously, however, 
there are in these Blue Books and White Papers many important 
items which should take their place in a bibliography of their 
subject, and which, owing to the form of their publication, stand a 
chance of being overlooked. The British Official Papers are indexed 
annually, and general indexes are published at intervals. The 
same remarks apply to the U.S. Official Papers, but not as far as 
I can ascertain to those of any other country. In the latter case 
we have to reply upon the national bibliography of the country 
to supply us with the information required. 

But when all this is done, and you have in addition searched 
the great German Jahrbiicher and similar publications, and, as 
you think, absolutely exhausted the subject, the first man to review 
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your bibliography when it is published will give a list of works 
which ought to have been included, and will express his wonder 
why you left them out. Some subjects do not seem to lend them- 
selves to systematic investigation. Books and pamphlets relating 
to these subjects have a habit of hiding from publicity, and you 
only come across them by sheer accident. I spent 15 years as the 
Librarian of the St. Bride Typographical Library, during which 
years the Library increased from about 4,000 to over 30,000 items. 
A considerable number of the accessions during this period were 
works which I should never have been able to trace through the 
ordinary oe and reference books. This is the case with 
many subjects. am not suggesting for one moment that the 
systematic search I have indicated will exhaust any subject, but 
I do suggest that no bibliography can be considered as of value 
unless these sources have been used and exhausted. 


PUBLICITY PAPERS 


By THE AUTHOR OF “ LIBRARY ADVERTISING.” 


LOCAL LIBRARY PUBLICITY. 
IIT.—ADDRESSES. 

One of the most serviceable forms of local publicity is the giving 
of addresses to local societies, institutions and clubs. A number of 
librarians have taken the opportunity of addressing their local 
Rotary Club, proving that the librarian is a “ live wire” in his 
particular sphere of labour. 

_ KE Among the latest to do so is Mr. William T. Beeston, who 
addressed the Wolverhampton Rotary Club members on “ The 
Value of a Public Library.”” This, it is gratifying to record, was 
very well received, and a synopsis may interest readers. 

SERVICE : the object of a public library. 

INFLUENCE on the life of the people it serves. 

The BUSINESS MAN: the provision of Commercial and 
Technical Libraries. 

The WORKER: How the Business man helps the worker. 

The PRESS: the part it could play to convince the people 
of its value. 

ADVERTISING: If it pays Cinemas, Theatres, Business 
Houses, judicious advertising on the part of Library Authori- 
ties would also be of great value. 

WORK WITH CHILDREN: Of value to the growth of the 
library, and the making of better citizens. 

The TEACHERS. 

The value of a public library as a social centre. 


The above will give some idea of the manner in which Mr. 
Beeston dealt with the subject, and the Rotarians gave expression 
to the fact that they did not realise that Public Library work covered 
so large a field of educational work. 

The majority of the speakers appeared to be specially interested 
in the work of the children ; so much so, that the librarian’s sugges- 
tion for the provision of a cinema in connection with the work was 
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readily taken up, and suggestions came from one or two members 
that a subscription list be opened. Perhaps a little later we may 
be in a better position to give fuller details should tangible things 
transpire. The suggestion certainly impressed them. 

Another suggested that other officials of the town be invited 
because these occasions would afford the Rotary Club to have 
first-hand knowledge of the various undertakings and would help 
them more easily to appreciate whether they are getting value for 
their money. The Mayor—who is President—said that in his 
capacity as Chief Magistrate of the Borough he did not realise 
himself the amount of work being done in connection with the 
libraries, but he did know that they were spending more money 
than ever!! (Perhaps the Librarian’s visit was timely !) 

Other things were said, but this will give an impression how 
well the subject was received, and the readiness to assist to push 
forward so great a movement as the Public Library. 

Mr. Beeston drove his advantage home by distributing copies 
of the L.A. Publicity pamphlet to the Rotarians, and we con- 
gratulate him on his thoroughness (and it is in our hearts to say to 
other librarians, ‘‘ Go ye and do likewise.”’) 


Mr. Berwick Sayers recently gave an address to the members 
of the Croydon Rotary Club on “‘ The Business Man and His Books.” 
Mr. Sayers took the unusual line of claiming that a well-organised 
public library is not only of use to business men as an information 
burean, it is in itself, he affirmed, a model of business organisation. 
Librarians had contributed many things to business which were 
very inadequately recognised by business men, such as the card- 
index and the vertical file; and the systematic classification of 
books was the foundation on which the classification of business 
processes was carried out in firms working at high speed. He 
classified business men as those who said they never read a book, 
those who said they had no time to read books, and those who 
were book-lovers. His experience was that great business men 
were frequently great readers, and he instanced his experience when 
Chief Librarian of Wallasey with certain business men of Liverpool. 
He scouted the idea that any man had “no time to read,” as he 
noticed that many of those in this class had time for golf, motoring, 
and frequently spent two hours over their lunch. A purely business 
man was so pitiable an object ! He had no alternative, and when 
old age and retirement came upon him he usually collapsed and 
died quickly. Had he been a reader he would have been provided 
with the necessary alternative, and Mr. Sayers declared that more 
men had been saved to old age by books than by any other form of 
physical and mental medicine. 


Mr. Ashton, of Blackburn, is to be congratulated on his “ live ” 
idea in organizing a public meeting ‘‘To further the claims of the 
Public Library and its uses.” It was a splendid publicity move, 
and Mr. Ashton was wise to have a quantity of L.A. publicity 
pamphlets to assist in the venture, in addition to the series of local 
publicity posters now obtainable. 


We hope to deal with the question of Library Book-marks in 
our next issue. 
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FRENCH LIBRARY CONFERENCE 
Tue Association des Bibliothécaires Frangais, with the co-operation 
of the Société des Amis de la Bibliothéque Nationale et des Grandes 
Bibliothéques de France, is organizing a Conference of Librarians 
and Book Lovers, to be held in Paris from April 2nd to 6th. We 
have received the prospectus with its invitation to foreign librarians. 
The President is M Henry Martin, of the Bibliothéque de 1’ Arsenal. 

The Conference will be in three sections as follows :— 

I.—Libraries and Librarians. President: M. Pol Neveux, 
Inspecteur général des Bibliothéques. 

II.—The Use of Libraries and the Distribution of Books. 
President : M. Eugene Morel, Librarian of the Bibliothéque 
Nationale. 

IlI.—The History and Art of the Book. President: M. le 
Comte Paul Durrieu, President of the Society of Friends 
of the Bibliothéque Nationale, etc. 

The membership subscription is Frs. 25, and societies may be 
represented by delegates; the subscription for five delegates is 
Frs. 100. All correspondence should be addressed to le Secrétariat 
Général du Congrés des Bibliothécaires, etc., au College de France, 
Place Marcellin-Berthelot, Paris (Ve). 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 
DEAR CALLIMACHUS, 

I intended to write to you last evening, but before I took up 
my pen I glanced again at the December Library Association 
Record. On the first page what should I perceive but the announce- 
ment that never again would my eyes fall upon a new “ month’s ” 
issue. Could I then lay it aside for a later opportunity to peruse 
it, which might never occur ? Rather let me, I thought, delay my 
letter to you, my aged friend, and spend an hour reading my old 
familiar L.A.R. for the last time—for one feels that the new 
“bibliographical quarterly” will never be quite the same. So 
I read, and incidentally picked out a theme or two upon which 
to develop this letter, with, 1 must confess, some measure of 
regret, for though much that has appeared in its pages has been of 
very small account, much has been of value and interest. And I 
fear for the future. The words, “a bibliographical quarterly, 
lightened with publicity notes,” do not convey much that is com- 
forting. I am afraid I do not find “ publicity notes ”’ very exciting 
reading (by the way, don’t you think that much of our publicity 
is rather “ obvious’ ?), and as for 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL QUARTERLIES ! 
Does not the name convey to you the memory of nicely-printed 
periodicals, illustrated with crudely inartistic facsimile woodcuts, 
containing articles of much erudition on “ Fifteenth century hand- 
bills relating to Pope Pompilius the 33rd,” or ‘““A Newly discovered 
Belgian Herbal,” or “ Mr. Somebody's Unique First Editions of 
Obscure Nobody’s Epics ’’—subjects of vast interest to—the writers 
of the articles who happen to be the proud possessors of the objects 
described, and, naturally, of none to all the rest of us, who haven’t 
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them, and don’t want them, saving to sell to the said writers, whom 
we would then provide with material for fresh articles. This isn’t 
all that’s meant by the word “ bibliography,” nor yet a very small 
part of it, as we know. But to the editors of “ bibliographical 
quarterlies ’’ the word seems to have only this significance. However 
we must hope for the best regarding the forthcoming L. A.R. 


On the same page is the announcement of the retirement of 
the Hon. Treasurer and the Secretary. You will agree heartily 
with me, I feel sure, when I say that we “ Letter Writers ” of the 
Alexandrian School would like to express our appreciation of the 
work of 

Mr. Kyte, 
whose period of office must have been one of an exceptionall 
trying nature, and our hope that he has found, or will soon fin 
a place in the profession where others will learn, as we of the L.A. 
have learned, the value of his unassuming, entirely delightful per- 
sonality. 

Now to my text. One of the speakers at the December L.A, 
meeting at Great Smith Street, Westminster, was good enough 
to say that Mr. Pacy had put the matter of the registration of 
librarians in a very clear and precise manner. I am sorry I cannot 
agree—on the strength of the printed paper. We seem very vague 
still as to what we mean by registration, and what we hope to gain 
by it. Let us examine these questions. 

In its elements the proposal amounts, I take it, to this: ‘ Let 
there be a list of all those who are qualified by experience and study 
(as shown by examination results) to hold responsible positions in 
the library profession, the object being to ensure (for the public 
benefit) that no one who is unqualified shall be entrusted with work 
the proper accomplishment of which demands professional quali- 
fications, and (for the professional good) that no qualified man 
shall receive less than his work and knowledge are worth.”’ That 
sounds very well, but as soon as we continue the difficulties arise. 

Firstly (to start at the end of our proposal), it is suggested that 

adequate pay will be ensured because if the registered (i.e., all the 
qualified) agree to ignore underpaid posts, the authorities must 
revise their offers if they wish to secure qualified men. But what 
if they are 
SATISFIED WITH THE UNQUALIFIED ? 
What, indeed ? If the authorities are so ignorant, or so miserly, as 
to overlook the value of the qualified man as to offer, in the first 
place, an inadequate salary, will they ever imagine the difference 
between the library as administered by the dud or the stickit 
minister they appoint and the library they might have had with a 
competent chief to organise it ? No, they will be well satisfied, and 
pat themselves on the backs at having saved a few pounds and got 
the better of one of those suspicious “ combines’ of labour so 
like to trade unions. 

Trade Unions! How I detest the name, Callimachus. While 
realising too well that in the first place they were the only possible 
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outcome of urgent necessity, how I deplore the criminal stupidity 
of our ancestors who by denying those things (fair wages, reasonable 
hours, decent conditions) which every man now admits to be the 
fair portion of all who work, forced labour to forge a weapon that 
now has little legitimate purpose, and which is, instead, a danger 
both to the worker himself and to the state in general. But that is 
an aside. Mr. Pacy says that in the eventuality of a Labour Govern- 
ment, the library profession would be dealt by according to the 
strength of its professional trade union—or words to that effect. 
Is that not, however, rather beside the point ? rather a confusion 
of the two separate things—registration and trade unionism ? 
They may be very much akin, but—well, if we can’t disassociate 
them let us at once give up the idea. It may be very nice to be 
able to say, “‘ There is that kind old mother of a union watching 
to see that I don’t get ‘ exploited,’ that I draw a respectable regula- 
tion wage for a barely respectable regulation amount of work ” ; 
but what about the wicked uncle that savs “ I mustn't work nor 
earn at all because of some dispute that does not concern me, that 
I mustn’t do my best for myself because my best is so much better 
than Mr. Slowcoach’s, that I'll damage his position if I do’’ ? 
It would be all right if we could have the one without the other— 
but we can’t. I fear I am offending my trade unionist readers—but 
I must express my own opinions. To return, then, to the first propo- 
sal—that all registered librarians (or assistants) should refuse under- 
paid posts—and to show the undesirability of any attempt to fetter 
the personal action of any member, let me cite an instance. A post 
may be advertised at a salary which, while below the standard, 
might represent a substantial advantage to a fully qualified young 
man eager for further experience. You say, maybe, that he shouldn't 
cut out his worthy seniors ? Well, I say, good luck to him for being 
able to do so. That may be an exceptional case, but it will have 
a certain significance. 
Lastly, then, is the question :— 
1s QUALIFIED?” 

Clearly, two classes of people must be admitted: those whose 
probationary records and examination results show them to be so, 
and those who having carried out the responsible work for a greater 
or lesser period must by that same fact be presumed qualified to 
do what they are doing since they are doing it. In many instances 
this presumption will be quite without foundation—as Mr. Pacy 
remarks, any register would include, of necessity, a number of 

until the time came when the old ‘uns (who may include them) 
had all joined the great majority, and all who were left were men 
and women who have passed and are now passing the examinations 
of the Library Association, the London University School, and the 
School of Experience. 
Why bother any further. The practical power of a register 


would be nought, yet the show of a desire for power would produce 
illwill in the minds of the authorities who alone can choose whom 
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they wish to serve them. Let us try instead, all of us who are 
qualified, to show that we can do more than those who aren’t— 
and that we feel sufficiently confident in our abilities not to need 
the backing of a pseudo-trade union to secure our proper professional 
position. RISTONYMUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “ LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRs.’’] 


LIBRARY NEWS 


[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome.]} 

ABERDEEN Public Library follows the usual practice of allowing 
readers to bespeak books, but is unusual in making no charge for 

the notification sent to readers. 4,153 books were bespoken in 1922. 


The Belfast Telegraph published in December a useful article 
on the Carnegie Rural Libraries in NortH IRELAND, which are 
being directed by Mr. Lennox Robinson. There is no county 
library legislation in Ireland, and the giants the Trustees make 
cover the initial charges and five years’ maintenance as they used 
todoin England. Three counties have accepted schemes : Donegal, 
Antrim, and Wexford. The working of the libraries is that now 
familiar to librarians, and the cost per centre, if there are 50 centres, 
is {1 for transport and {4 for books, boxes, fittings, and salaries 
of a trained librarian and assistant—in all “ considerably less than 
a farthing on an average county rate.”” Five counties in Northern 
Ireland have no rural library provision. 


Another educational institution wasadded to those already at 
the service of the people of Birmingham by the opening on January 
19th of the new Public Library at Sparkhill, a branch of the 
BIRMINGHAM Public Libraries, where the Public Buildings have 
been converted to that useful purpose. 


The chair was taken by the Chairman of the Public Libraries 
Committee (Mr. Councillor W. B. Featherstone, J.P., M.D.). The 
Lord Mayor (Alderman David Davis, J.P.) declared the library 


n. 

The Lord Mayor said that in 1911 Yardley was the only district 
which had not got a proper library. It was just possible that certain 
promises were made to Yardley and to Sparkhill in reference to 
the provision of a library. But promises were so often made and 
so often forgotten that councillors began to imagine that no promise 
had been made at all. (Laughter.) They now had a library, the 
first opened in the Yardley district, and one of which they could be 
proud, and he was sure the Libraries Committee would be glad 
when opportunities arose to open other branch libraries in Yardley. 
He paid a high compliment to the Committee and to Mr. Powell, 
the Chief Librarian, for the admirable way in which the library 
had been laid out. 
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The ‘‘ Open Access ’’ system, already adopted for four other 
branches, is to be installed at the Central Lending Library and the 
remaining branches as soon as possible. 

The acquisition, classifying, and cataloguing of the books has 
been a heavy task, but already about 4,500 volumes have been made 
available, and this number will be rapidly increased in the near 
future. 

It is anticipated that this library will be one of the most suc- 
cessful in the city, and if this expectation is realised it will be suffi- 
cient justification for very considerable additions to the stock of 
books. 

Experience has proved that it is desirable in such institutions 
to have separate rooms for the general library, children’s library, 
reading rooms, etc., and in this case the committee were fortunate 
in taking over premises which were easily converted to the Lending 
Library for adults (32ft. by 27ft.) ; there is a children’s room (27ft. 
by 16ft.), where the readers will also have direct access to the 
shelves ; and two other rooms (each 32ft. by 20ft.) are used for 
newspapers and magazines and reference books. All these rooms, 
together with two smaller ones for staff use, are on the first floor, 
the two lending departments being in what was the Council Chamber 
of the Yardley Urban District Council until the incorporation of 
Yardley in the city in 1911. About 80 periodicals will be provided 
regularly. — Birmingham News. 

Among the library lecture syllabuses to hand this month are 
some of particular interest. For example, that of the Bristor 
“ Half-Hour Talks to Children” is notable for the nature of the 
lectures, which are of a rather more literary flavour than is usual, 
and moreover would seem to demand and inspire a genuine interest 
and attention in place of that mere desire to pass an hour looking 
at lantern pictures which sometimes sums up the library talk in 
the mind of the youngster. The subjects of these lectures include 
“ Thomas Chatterton” (by Sir John Swaish), “ The Land of the 
Book " (by the Dean of Bristol), ‘‘ John Gregory of Bristol” (by 
Prof. G. H. Leonard), ‘“ Lyrical Ballads, 1798,” ‘‘ How to Enjoy 
Music "’ (by Norman Sprankling), “ Sir Walter Scott,”’ and others 
of asimilar nature. The boys and girls of Bristol are indeed fortunate 
in their opportunity to listen to such eminent lecturers. This 
syllabus provides short reading lists, as also does that of ROCHDALE, 
the series of public lectures at which town is also of great interest. 
Music and art occupy prominent positions, the former being repre- 
sented by two pianoforte recitals by that excellent musician, Mr. 
Whitaker, and a vocal recital of the works of Hugo Wolf by the 
same pianist and Mr. Victor Helliwell. The art lectures are on 
“English Water-colours,” “ Turner,’’ and “‘ The Quest of Beauty 
in Untrodden Paths.” Another lecture of peculiar interest to 
librarians is that by Mr. L. Stanley Jast, on “ The Débacle in the 
Drama, and the Remedy,” a theme upon which Mr. Jast can speak 
with authority. 

Mr. Ernest Savage, the Librarian of Epinpurcu Public 
Libraries, in an address to the Edinburgh Women’s Citizen Associa- 
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tion, delivered in the Gartshore Hall on February Ist, spoke on 
“What a Public Library Should Aim At.” The function of the 
library in adult education, he said, was being more and more gen- 
erally recognised in this country. Well supplied and properly 
organised, the library played its part with a steadiness and a precision 
hard to realise by anybody whose knowledge of the work was not 
intimate. All depended upon the supplies of books, which should 
be adequate, and upon the organisation, which should be liberal, 
enlightened, unobtrusive, refined. 


With children their aim was to make readers of them; to 
introduce them to the best literature by displaying it invitingly in 
bright and tastefully-decorated rooms. Their object was to encour- 
age self-education and self-development under conditions of ordered 
freedom. To provide shelter, and to fill them with a mob, was not 
library but social work; worth doing under some conditions 
probably, but not at the price of neglecting their task of making 
readers. It was essential, he said, to admit children to the shelves 
to choose books. 


In connection with adults, he said that for many years they 
had planned their libraries on the assumption that people knew 
what they wanted, and had only to ask for it. The reader was 
expected to follow the beaten track which he himself had made: 
he could take exercise within the prison of his own mind. Liberty 
to explore, just that freedom which was needed to give zest to the 
pursuit of literature, was denied him. 


When public libraries were first being opened in large numbers, 
some misguided genius invented the indicator—a machine which 
contains thousands of tiny booklets in a frame, each booklet being 
numbered and indicating that the books were in or out. They 
would be surprised to know that in America the indicator was never 
used. A well-read man, thoroughly acquainted with the literature 
of his subject, could use any library, however planned, but he was 
not the only person for whom the library was intended. Less well 
equipped readers formed the large majority. Admit one of them 
to the shelves, and every book spoke to him, suggested itself as a 
book to be read. No longer must he know a book before he could 
ask for it ; he could explore. He then became adventurous in his 
choice, and discovered interests for himself, which before he did 
not know to exist. He recognised the truth of the paradox that a 
library of 10,000 volumes to which he had access was larger than a 
library of the same size from which he was excluded. 


At present, only two public libraries were working upon this 
plan in Edinburgh ; the larger was at Morningside, and although 
the change there was not complete, for want of many much-needed 
books and some equipment, the idea could be seen there in operation. 


In concluding, Mr. Savage said the golden rule in library 
administration was to give the people as high a standard of reading 
as they would appreciate—a standard, he held, much higher than 
was generally believed. Every good book, in any class, was an 
accession of strength to a library. Formed on the right standard, 
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a good library was a property of increasing value and an educa- 
tional instrument of growing utility.—-The Edinburgh Evening News. 


In co-operation with the University of EDINBURGH, a series 
of lectures on ‘‘ Modern and Contemporary English Literature” 
have been arranged for assistants in the libraries of Edinburgh. 
The first course is to comprise ten lectures by Dr. Kitchin and Mr. 
Gordon Hislop, M.A., of the University. Although the lectures 
are primarily intended for library assistants, employés of the book- 
selling trade and others interested in the subject are invited 
to attend. 

A very miserable controversy on the Library has occurred at 
Kinc’s Lynn. It appears that for two years past the Library Com- 
mittee has been unable to buy any new books, has spent about £30 
per annum only on binding, and has been unable to undertake 
replacements, while the library building is in a deplorable con- 
dition. A report from the Librarian setting out these facts, and 
asking that the present rate of 14d. should be increased to 2d., was 
debated in the Town Council on January 12th. The income of the 
1}d. rate is £564, which is obviously inadequate to support a public 
library in modern times. Nevertheless, in spite of the clear state- 
ment of the Mayor that the Library could not continue to function 
on its present income, the majority of the Council talked wildly 
about increased rates, and rejected the proposed increase. The 
only constructive suggestion made was the mean one that the 
Librarian's salary—which in all conscience is small enough—should 
be reduced. There are a few authorities—very few now, we are glad 
to think—who believe that real economy is achieved if they ruin any 
public enterprise. This appears to be the attitude of the Lynn 
Council. We hope that public opinion in the town will be sufficiently 
enlightened to encourage the 14 people who decided that the 
Library should remain inefficient to take a saner view of the most 
popular public institution in the town. 


A commission on intellectual co-operation has been formed 
by the Second Assembly of the LEAGuE or Nations, whose first 
sub-committee will deal with bibliography. This significant sub- 
committee consists of Prof. Bergson, Mme. Curie, and M. Jules 
Destrée; and Dr. Hagberg Wright, among others, has been co-opted. 
We learn from The Times that “ one of its aims is to institute an 
international bibliographical bulletin and scientific review. It 
will also discuss the possibility of forming one or several large 
international libraries at which all books published in all countries 
will have to be deposited.’’ The reference is colossal, but the 
impossible deserves deep consideration. 


We are glad to learn that the RATHMINEs, near Dublin, Public 
Library has organized and opened a children’s library on the most 
modern plan, with periodicals and lending and reference depart- 
ments, and for story hours and lectures “ a trained lady lecturer has 
been specially engaged.”” We believe this to be the first such library 
in Ireland, and we have the warmest hopes for the new enterprise. 
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Public Libraries in SwepEN form the subject of the greater 
part of Bulletin XV. of the World Association for Adult Education. 
So long ago as 1842 the Committee’s report which led to the Ele- 
mentary School Statutes declared that parish libraries were “a 
necessary supplement to school instruction ’’; and by 1866 there 
existed no less than 1,437 parish libraries. After this, decline set 
in, and at the beginning of the 20th century there are about 1,000. 
In the ’90’s school libraries began, but there were scarcely more 
than 200 of them in 1900. A Library Law was passed in 1905 
from which public libraries as we know them are developing. There 
are now 977 State-supported libraries, of which 85 are town libraries. 
The following excerpts are of special interest :— 

“ The central direction of all public library affairs is in the hands of two 
State Library experts, who devote all their time and working capacity to this 
task. They attend to all the business of the department connected with this 
work ; they examine all library reports sent in and the book lists from all 
State-supported libraries; they supply advice and information, publish State 
catalogues, and conduct the training courses for librarians.” 

** Publishers and booksellers, who at the beginning —— public 
libraries with mistrust through fear that private purchases of books would 
diminish, have long ago made the discovery that public libraries are, on the 
contrary, the best advertising agencies that could be thought of for the 
diffusion of literature. Scandinavian authors, too, a few years ago made an 
unsuccessful endeavour to introduce a tax on the lending out of books, the 

of which were to be handed to the authors.” 


Watrorv.—Roll of Honour.—In the absence, through illness, 
of the Mayor (the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Clarendon) the Deputy 
Mayor (Ald. R. Thorpe, J.P.) unveiled the Watford Roll of Honour 
at the Super Cinema on Sunday, November 12th, 1922. Nearly 
1,300 relatives and friends attended a most impressive ceremony. 
The Roll is in book form, illuminated and written by students of 
the Watford School of Art, and bound by Messrs. Zaehnsdorf. 
It contains the names of over 800 Watford men who paid the supreme 
sacrifice. It will be kept in a specially designed oak case, on per- 
manent public view at the Library. 


Local Collection.—By arrangement with the manager of a local 
cinema two films were taken of the ceremony attending the Recep- 
tion of Watford’s Charter of Incorporation at the town boundary, 
and the subsequent public procession, on October 18th last. These 
films have now been presented to the town, and will be preserved 
at the library. During the past three years over 90 lantern slides, 
comprising views of Watford and neighbourhood, have been added 
to the Library’s Local Collection. 


Issues.—The total issue of books from the Lending Library 
for the year ending October 3st, 1922, was 141,352 (including 
32,516 from the Juvenile Library), the daily average over the whole 
period being 557. Since the appointment of a whole-time Librarian, 
in July, 1919, the Borrowers’ Tickets in force have increased from 
2,635 (in June, 1919) to over 6,300 at the present time ; a Music 
Section has been added and has met with every success. The issues 
from the Juvenile Library have been nearly doubled during the 

riod under review. A corresponding increase in the Reference 
Larary issues is also reported. 
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Stock.—Lending Department, 19,860 vols. ; Reference Depart- 
ment, 10,000 vols. Over 3,154 new books have been added to the 
Lending Library since July, 1919, in addition to 2,096 vols. of 
replacements. 

Staj/.—Librarian and six Assistants (one girl typist). Estimated 
axpenditure for year ending March 3lst, 1923, £1,867; including 

aries, {870; Books, £300; Binding, £150; and Newspapers 
and Periodicals, £130. 

No printed report has been issued by the committee since 1917. 
Borough Librarian, George R. Bolton. 


PERSONAL 


Mr. L. Hopss, librarian of the Rotherhithe Branch Library, 
Bermondsey, has been appointed to act as chief librarian of Ber- 
mondsey for the time being. The Borough Council has since adver- 
tized the appointment of a permanent chief librarian. 

The death of THomas W. LysTER, the librarian of the National 
Library of Ireland, which occurred on December 16th, came with 
the shock of personal loss to many, young and old, in our profession. 
Learned, energetic, and an initiating force, Lyster was also one of 
the most lovable of men, and a willing helper of all library workers. 
He was a familiar figure at L.A. Conferences, and his papers before 
that body were nearly always starting-points for new activities 
amongst us. Thus he suggested the Subject Index to Periodicals, 
he promoted exact classification, and his paper on “‘ The Idea of a 
Great Public Library,” which he read at the Birmingham Conference 
in 1902, and is printed in the L. A. Record for April, 1903, is one 
of the classics of our craft. We can ill spare such men. 


LIBRARY REPORTS 


(Borovucn) Pustic Liprary. Twenty-eighth Annual Report, 
1922. Librarian, John Chorton. Population, 34,130. Income, 
£1,725. Expenditure: Books, Binding, and Periodicals, £240; 
Salaries, {685 ; Fabric Charges, £770. Stock: Lending, 16,102 ; 
Reference, 2,023. Issues: 106,033; Childrens Reading Rooms, 
13,673. 

We are glad to note a substantial increase in the work done in this 28th 
of Mr. John Chorton’s service. His report has a more personal tone than 
is usual, and shows that enthusiasm and love go to the running of the library. 

It is very successful for so small a town. 


MANCHESTER (City AND County BorouGH). Seventieth Annual 
Report of the Public Libraries. Chief Librarian, L. Stanley Jast. 
Population, 744,000. Income (from 2.98d. rate, £76,632), £79,881. 
Expenditure : Books, Binding and Periodicals, £14,135; Salaries, 
£40,715 ; Fabric Charges, £22,512. Stock: Lending, 316,794; 
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Reference, 231,565. Issues: Lending, 2,532,790; Reference, 
382,714 ; Henry Watson Music Library, 167,666; Commercial 
eee ‘91, 459; Young People’s Rooms, 29,035 ; in ‘all, 3,203,124. 


fault we have to find with this interesting and nicely-printed 
report by its its brevity. The activities of Manchester are so many, and waen 
tal work is being done there, that a more extended account would 
have been welcome. reer year the Reference Library has been extended 
by the taking over of a Y.M.C.A. hostel for the Watson Music Library, and 
there have been pon, my of the Foreign Library and the Patents. 
The feature of the year been the opening of a Technical Li asa 
corollary of the Commercial Library. It is claimed that this is the largest 
library of the kind in the North, - in ———— it the co-operation of the 
technical societies was obtained. A regional survey is contemplated. Much 
has been made in the provision of new ca enon on the card system. 
Children dren’s rooms have been revived, on the lines long advocated by Mr. Jast, 
and they are to be called Young People’s Rooms—the only unfortunate thing 
about them being this name, which does not compare well with “ Junior 
Libraries,” the name being generally adopted elsewhere. Library Talks, 
Exhibitions and the extension of the book exchange service have been features 
of the year. As we have said, the report does not indicate the means by which 
this vast amount of work is carried out, but the report is full of facts and will 
interest all librarians. A showing the location of the libraries and a view 
of a corner of the Chorlton Young People’s Room illustrate the report. 


WARWICKSHIRE CounTy LiBrary. Librarian’s Report, October, 
1921—September, 1922. Librarian, Duncan Gray. Income: 
The Carnegie Grant having been exhausted, the County Council 
voted £2, 000. Stock: 32,953 (including 5,700 in a special 
Students’ Library). Issue: 109,345, of which number 45,568 
were Fiction and 43,125 Juvenile Literature. 

It was found that the experiment of sending to vi pepe hen! 

of one-half fiction was not satisfactory, and the 
num mber of centres increased from 83 to 108, books beedeyey ns 
of 10% of the population served. The Librarian endeavours to visit each 
centre ‘twice yearly. The exchange of collections is effected by a motor service, 
the county being split into seven areas, each of which can be covered in a day. 

Concerts, dramatic performances, and essay competitions for children have 

been features of a year’s work which must have been most beneficial to the 


county. 


Botton Pustic LipraRies. Catalogue of Books in the Central 
Lending and Reference Libraries on Genealogy and Heraldry, 
Biography. Cr. 8vo, 278 pp., cloth boards. Fourpence. 

A neatly printed and well-compiled class list [Dewey] at such a modest 
price will be a boon to many readers ; and we congratulate Mr. A. Sparke on 
this, the 13th = of his fine classified catalogue. The references in the section 
on individual biography to entries in collected works enhance its value greatly, 
as do such aids as the brief subject key to collected biography. 


In a recent issue of the Ontario Library Review is an article by 
Annie I. M. Jackson on “ Recent Fiction for Girls.’’ Among the 
authors and books on which she makes favourable comment are 
the following, mention of which may be of interest to those engaged 
in the very difficult work of book selection for juvenile collections. 


Ethel Brill—When Lighthouses are Dark. 

Gilchrist—Kit, Pat, and a Few Boys and The Camerons o; 
Highborough. 

Kneeland—Smugglers’ Island. 
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Katherine Adams—Midsummer and Mehitable. 

Cornelia Meig—The Pool of Stars, The Windy Hill, and Master 
Simon’s Garden. 

Seaman—The Dragon's Secret and others. 

Laura Richards— Honour Bright. 


Edith Ballinger Price—Biue Magic, The Happy Venture, 
Silver Shoal Light, and others. 


Knipe— A Mayflower Maid. 
Tarn—Treasure of the Isle of Mist. 


We have received and have read with interest the “ Report 
by the Assistant Librarian on the Punjab University Library 
Training Class, 1921-22.” Thirty-nine Indian candidates applied 
for admission, and 21 were selected, three of them from public 
libraries and the remainder from university libraries or not yet in 
libraries. The students were required to work three hours daily 
in the first term and four hours in the second. The subjects were 
those usually dealt jwith by library schools and 78 lectures were 
given. The examination papers,in which 14 candidates satisfied 
the examiner, embraced such general questions as are asked in the 
L.A. Preliminary Test, as well as questions across the whole technical 
syllabus. We shall watch with interest the development of this, 
*“‘ the only institution fin India] which undertakes to give a course 
of lectures to students anxious for training as librarians.” 


REVIEWS 


Glasgow.—Jormst TECHNICAL CATALOGUES. Motor VEHICLES. A 
Classified List of Books in the Libraries of Glasgow. Large 8vo, 
pp- 16. Glasgow, John Horn, Ltd., 1922. 


This is one of a series of catalogues of technical books available in the 
Public, University and Society Libraries of Glasgow. It is valuable from at 
least two points of view, firstly as showing the whole resources of the city on a 

rticular subject, and secondly as preventing overlapping in purchasing. 

e Catalogue is classified by the Dewey system, and in conjunction with a 
revious list on “‘ Internal Combustion Engines” covers the ground well. 
t might be suggested that the section 629.2, Motor Vehicles, is too and 
should have been broken up, but this might have been difficult. full 
subject and author indexes are provided it occurs to us that the entries in each 
section might have been arran chronologically as is done in the hand-lists 
of the Patent Office Library. is would enable the development of a subject 
to be studied with ease, end chow the latest wash on ench tople ot 


Koop (Albert J.) and Frada (Hogitaro) JAPANESE NAMES AND How 
To Reap Tuem. A Manual for Art Collectors and Students. 
London, The Eastern Press: Bernard Quaritch, Ltd., 1923. 


There are many collectors of Japanese prints and other art objects who 
have longed for a work which would enable them to get easily at the meani 
of the mystic symbols with which these are generally signed. The w 
— us will be i. great assistance to them, and should without doubt - 
a to e erence library. It contains everything necessary to 
known of the principles of the Japanese language and of the construc- 
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tion of the proper names. Following this is a very important chapter on 
signatures and how to interpret them. The main body of the book is occupi 
by the Dictionary which is arranged by the number of strokes used in making 
the character, and is therefore quite easy to use with a little trouble. I¢ wi 
interest librarians to notice that among the —- thanked by the authors 
for assistance is the name of Mr. F. J. Peplow, the librarian of Deptford, who, 
in addition to his other activities, is a well-known Japanese scholar. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


A MEETING of all those engaged or interested in public, institutional 
or private libraries in the area of London and the Home Counties 
(Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Herts., Essex and Middlesex), will be held, 
by permission, at the Central Library for Students, 9, Galen Place, 
Bloomsbury, W.C.1, on Wednesday, February 28th. 


The chief purpose of the meeting is to consider the advisability 
of applying to the Library Association for the formation of a London 
and Home Counties Branch. It is unnecessary to stress the vital 
importance and urgent need for creating some distinct organization 
of all connected with libraries within the radius named for greater 
unity of fellowship and action in promoting ideals, for which all 
sincere and serious librarians and library assistants are striving. 
Other matters of immediate importance and interest to London 
librarianship will also be discussed. The meeting, and the purpose 
for which it is convened, is not confined to the present members 
of the Library Association or the Association of Assistant Librarians. 
Anyone who desires to be present is invited and will be welcome. 
It is the duty and interest of everyone engaged in librarianship 
within the district concerned to make an effort to be present if he 
or she possibly can, and to give the meeting the benefit of any 
ideas, wishes or views. 


It is proposed to make the gathering a whole day Conference. 
Morning Session, 11 a.m till 1 or 1.30 :— 


To consider as to the importance of the Library Association 
applying for a hearing before the Royal Commission to 
put forward evidence and recommendations, or alterna- 
tively for permission to submit a report. In this connec- 
tion it will be open to discussion whether such separate 
action for the Metropolitan and surrounding area is the 
best course, or whether effort should be made to secure 
the sane of a government committee to enquire 
into the library service of the country as a whole. 


Afternoon Session, 2.30 :— 
(2) Continuation of the mgyning’s subject (if not concluded). 


(b) To consider as to the desirability or not of applying to the 
Council of the Library Association for the formation of a 
London and Home Counties Branch. 


Tue Liprary Worvp. 
SCOTTISH LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


AUTUMN COURSE OF LECTURES, 1923. 
FOLLOWING on the success of the week’s course of lectures on Library 
Practice which were delivered in Glasgow in October last, and to 
meet numerous requests for the provision of similar facilities this 
year, the Council of the Scottish Library Association have decided 
to arrange a further series of lectures and demonstrations. 

The course, which will again be of one week’s duration, is to 
be held in Glasgow, and the provisional date is the week com- 
mencing September 17th. Detailed particulars of the course will 
be announced later, and inquiries should be addressed to Mr. Edgar 
H. Parsons, Stirling’s Library, Miller Street, Glasgow. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


LIBRARY EXCURSION TO PARIS. 
A visit of librarians and booklovers will be made to Paris at Easter 
with the object of visiting certain Paris Libraries. London will 
be left on Thursday evening, 29th March, and the return will be 
made on Monday evening, so that London is reached early on the 
morning of Tuesday, 3rd April. 

The cost of the excursion, including second-class rail, saloon 
steamer (Folkestone-Boulogne route), hotel, breakfast, lunch and 
dinner while in Paris, gratuities, etc., will be £7 7s. 

Entries cannot be received later than February 28th, and the 
total cost must be paid on or before that date. 

W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, 
Excursion Hon. Secretary. 
The Central Library, H. A. SHARP, Hon. Treasurer. 
Town Hall, Croydon. 


To the Epitor of The Library World. 

SIR, 
Our attention has been drawn to the fact that, since we have 
opened a new Supply Department, statements have been made 
that this is in connection with another firm. We should like space 
in your columns contradicting this suggestion as the department 
is entirely in our own hands. 


Coptic House, 
London, W.C.1. 


Yours, etc., GraFton & Co. 
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INDISPENSABLE TOOL ALL L!BRAR 
‘Che Cibrarians’ Guide for 1923,” 


REGINALD G, WILLIAMS, Lier, Beléon, 


rofercnce essential to olf icles by Avohibeldl 

of Lon John CES. Library of Wales 

Pubdlie Kingdom 


Library Purser 
extra 


The Literary Year Book Bale St., 


PAMPHLET CASES 


have been: promonnced useful and 
their purpose. 


| The Coptic Pamphlet Cases have parts to out 
} springs to injure their contents, 
They are strongly made, and cam be supplied cither cow 
in cloth or Kraft paper with round or flat backs of solid 


cost, 
Price. 
Size, Frag: 

9 x 6 x3- Cloth de 
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A GUIDE TO CURRENT BOOKS 
AND A PROPOSED SCHEME FOR 
CO-OPERATIVE CATALOGUING 


Co be Published by Subscription 


FIRST ISSUE NOW READY 


ORDER FORM 


Please enter this Library on your List of 
Subscribers for 
3 Copies (minimum) {1 I 0o 
6 Copi 10 


The publishers reserve the right to raise the price 
of the subscription to those who have not subscribed 
by March Ist, 1923 


Name 


Address 
GRAFTON & CO., 


(FRANK HAMEL) 
COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 8 COPTIC STREET 
LONDON, W.C.1. 1923 
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Printed by FRANK JUCKES, 85, Aston Street, Birmingham, 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & OO., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London. W.C. 1. 
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